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Principal vet Cathy Siddle is alerting clients to the potentially fatal lungworm threat following the diagnosis and treatment of two dogs at the hospital.





For those clients not familiar with this disease, it has been in the country for many years but, until recently, has remained largely confined to the southwest of England and Wales. Unfortunately, we are starting to see an increase in the number of cases in other parts of the UK. The disease is caused by a parasitic worm, Angiostrongylus vasorum. The worm is transmitted to dogs when they eat slugs, snails and occasionally frogs. Ingestion of slugs and snails can happen inadvertently for example when dogs eat grass.





This worm can cause a wide range of symptoms including coughing, pneumonia, and lethargy, a tendency to bleeding and neurological signs. Some dogs may show no outward signs at all. It can be very difficult to diagnose this disease without prolonged and expensive tests. 





Unfortunately, we cannot stop dogs accidentally eating slugs and snails. Therefore, the only way to try to prevent serious signs of the disease is to use regular treatment against this worm.


Fortunately, there is an effective monthly treatment called Advocate which is also a highly effective flea spot-on product.





Arden house recommends the use of Advocate spot-on monthly against fleas, roundworms (including lungworm), mites and biting lice. 





If you are concerned about lungworm, please contact us.


Further information can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.lungworm.co.uk" ��http://www.lungworm.co.uk�
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